Mike Fitts

Writing and Marketing. January 2013-present. 
I write about such key issues as business, education and energy for Columbia Regional Business Report, SC BIZ and Columbia Metropolitan magazines on a freelance basis. I also write item summaries for SmartBrief.com and have contributed writing and planning for two projects that connect higher education to economic growth. 
Communications Coordinator, Palmetto Health. March 2011-November 2012. 
I oversaw internal communications for the largest health care system in the Midlands. This role involved major decision-making about the correct information to share with a team of more than 9,000 through special leader communication and regular announcements. I also brainstormed larger communications projects and helped the Marketing and Communications department connect across a broad organization.
Staff Writer, Columbia Regional Business Report. July 2008-February 2011. 

At a new startup publication from SC Biz News, I was a key staff member in both keeping ahead of the news on a range of subjects and writing in-depth coverage. We successfully introduced a new publication to the marketplace despite the market downturn and established credibility across a range of issues with the community’s most informed audience.
Associate Editor, The State. April 2000 – July 2008. 
As a member of editorial board, I sought to reach a consensus with other members and advocate strongly on major issues. My areas of responsibility included national news, business, state government, higher education and the environment. 
National Editor, The State. 1998 –2000.
I managed a three-person news desk for national and international coverage. I made my case for news coverage in the newspaper’s Page One decision-making and was primarily responsible for major news decisions on deadline. 

Bachelor's degree in journalism. May 1988, The University of Missouri. 
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